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Why	  did	  you	  propose	  this	  particular	  property	  (Shiloh)?	  

·∙ The	  site	  was	  identified	  after	  an	  exhaustive	  evaluation	  of	  the	  East	  Coast	  of	  Florida	  from	  
the	  Keys	  to	  the	  Georgia	  border,	  based	  on	  requirements	  provided	  by	  the	  commercial	  
launch	  industry.	  

·∙ Shiloh	  was	  determined	  to	  be	  the	  best	  site	  because	  (1)	  its	  location	  is	  far	  enough	  away	  
from	  the	  existing	  KSC	  and	  Air	  Force	  launch	  complexes	  to	  avoid	  conflict	  with	  their	  
operations	  and	  future	  plans,	  (2)	  the	  land	  can	  be	  developed	  as	  a	  jurisdictionally	  
independent	  operational	  area	  -‐-‐	  free	  of	  the	  unavoidable	  federal	  range	  and	  installation	  
constraints,	  and	  (3)	  it	  was	  previously	  disturbed	  citrus	  land.	  
	  

Why	  not	  use	  existing	  launch	  pads	  and	  land	  at	  Kennedy	  Space	  Center	  (KSC)	  and	  Cape	  	  
Canaveral	  Air	  Force	  Station	  (CCAFS)?	  
	  

·∙ The	  existing	  infrastructure	  and	  capabilities	  on	  the	  federal	  reservations	  of	  KSC	  and	  CCAFS	  
will	  allow	  for	  continued	  growth	  of	  federal	  government	  launches.	  NASA	  and	  the	  Air	  Force	  
have	  federal	  missions	  that	  take	  priority,	  which	  impacts	  the	  commercial	  business	  model.	  
In	  relation	  to	  KSC,	  when	  NASA	  commits	  funding	  to	  go	  to	  Asteroids,	  the	  Moon	  or	  Mars,	  
those	  missions	  take	  priority.	  The	  commercial	  launch	  market	  would	  be	  assuming	  
scheduling	  risks	  here	  that	  they	  do	  not	  have	  in	  Texas,	  Georgia	  and	  elsewhere.	  (That	  is	  a	  
primary	  reason	  why	  SpaceX	  took	  its	  commercial	  launch	  business	  to	  a	  new	  site	  in	  Texas.)	  

	  
·∙ If	  you	  were	  opening	  a	  business	  to	  service	  private	  sector	  customers,	  you	  would	  not	  put	  

your	  shop	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  a	  NASA	  center	  or	  an	  Air	  Force	  base.	  The	  success	  of	  many	  of	  
today’s	  commercial	  space	  pioneers	  occurred	  in	  an	  environment	  that	  nurtured	  
innovation,	  experimentation	  and	  adaptability	  in	  the	  face	  of	  changing	  markets.	  Federal	  
land	  is	  not	  conducive	  to	  that	  environment.	  

	  
	   	  



What	  is	  the	  history	  of	  the	  property	  that	  is	  being	  requested?	  
	  

·∙ In	  the	  early	  1960’s	  the	  Federal	  Government	  secured	  the	  land,	  which	  later	  became	  KSC.	  It	  
was	  obtained	  from	  private	  property	  owners	  through	  eminent	  domain	  and	  through	  an	  
easement	  from	  the	  State	  of	  Florida.	  Those	  transactions	  were	  for	  the	  specific	  purpose	  of	  
supporting	  the	  U.S.	  Space	  Program.	  The	  Congress	  has	  deemed	  commercial	  launch	  
activities	  as	  an	  essential	  component	  of	  that	  program.	  
	  

·∙ Additionally,	  Space	  Florida	  is	  suggesting	  that	  the	  remainder	  of	  the	  land	  north	  of	  
Haulover	  	  
Canal	  and	  west	  of	  the	  Shuttle	  Impact	  Line	  be	  transferred	  from	  NASA	  to	  the	  	  
Department	  of	  the	  Interior.	  This	  will	  remove	  the	  risk	  of	  future	  development	  that	  
endures	  with	  title	  being	  held	  by	  NASA.	  Right	  now	  if	  NASA	  wants	  to	  pull	  land	  out	  of	  the	  
Refuge	  it	  can	  do	  so	  without	  the	  consent	  of	  the	  Fish	  &	  Wildlife	  Service.	  Since	  the	  land	  
was	  taken	  by	  the	  federal	  government	  in	  the	  1960’s	  to	  ‘support	  the	  space	  program	  and	  
related	  activities’,	  the	  land	  is	  at	  risk	  for	  future	  development	  in	  support	  of	  the	  reasons	  it	  
was	  originally	  taken.	  Transfer	  to	  the	  DOI	  will	  remove	  that	  risk.	  	  	  

	  
	  
How	  crucial	  is	  this	  site	  in	  terms	  of	  attracting	  the	  commercial	  launch	  industry	  to	  pick	  Florida	  
over	  sites	  in	  other	  states?	  
	  

·∙ What	  Texas,	  Georgia,	  Puerto	  Rico,	  North	  Carolina	  and	  others	  offer	  are	  launch	  site	  
options	  where	  NASA	  and	  the	  military	  will	  not	  impact	  the	  commercial	  operation	  and	  
business	  viability.	  That	  cannot	  be	  offered	  at	  KSC	  or	  CCAFS.	  	  
	  

·∙ Without	  this	  capability	  Florida	  risks	  becoming	  a	  launch	  site	  where	  our	  only	  customer	  will	  
be	  the	  Federal	  government.	  That	  is	  not	  a	  healthy	  business	  model	  in	  launch,	  or	  any	  other	  
sustainable	  line	  of	  business.	  
	  

How	  will	  launches	  in	  this	  area	  affect	  the	  surrounding	  communities?	  The	  environment?	  	  
	  

·∙ We	  do	  not	  anticipate	  restrictions	  on	  current	  beach	  access	  and	  only	  very	  limited	  impact	  
to	  boating	  and	  fishing	  activities	  immediately	  adjacent	  to	  launch	  and	  landing.	  
	  

·∙ Environmental:	  The	  past	  50	  years	  have	  shown	  that	  launch	  operations	  and	  wildlife	  areas	  
can	  co-‐exist	  very	  well	  together.	  The	  State	  has	  been	  working	  with	  KSC/CCAFS	  for	  many	  
years	  to	  manage	  the	  existing	  land	  that	  already	  hosts	  launches	  in	  Brevard	  County.	  We	  
will	  work	  with	  the	  Department	  of	  the	  Interior	  and	  the	  U.S.	  Fish	  and	  Wildlife	  Service	  to	  
ensure	  that	  appropriate	  mitigation	  is	  executed	  to	  ensure	  we	  are	  engaging	  in	  the	  least	  
impactful	  manner.	  The	  area	  targeted	  for	  utilization	  is	  predominantly	  fallow	  orange	  
groves	  remaining	  from	  previous	  land	  use	  of	  the	  Shiloh	  community	  prior	  to	  it	  becoming	  
NASA	  property.	  



	  
·∙ Additionally,	  as	  proposed	  this	  project	  will	  help	  protect	  the	  remaining	  wilderness	  by	  

assuring	  no	  future	  land	  north	  of	  Haulover	  Canal	  will	  ever	  be	  subject	  to	  development.	  
	  

	  
If	  launches	  occur	  from	  the	  Shiloh	  site,	  what	  roads	  will	  be	  closed	  and	  for	  how	  long?	  Also	  how	  
will	  local	  boaters	  and	  fishermen	  be	  affected?	  
	  

·∙ Road	  closures	  and	  impacts	  to	  local	  fishermen	  and	  boaters	  are	  yet	  to	  be	  determined,	  as	  
they	  will	  largely	  depend	  on	  the	  size/type	  of	  rocket	  launching.	  That	  said,	  closures	  will	  be	  
substantially	  less	  than	  that	  of	  government	  launches.	  
	  

·∙ It	  is	  anticipated	  that	  the	  findings	  of	  the	  EIS	  will	  be	  similar	  to	  those	  for	  the	  Texas	  
commercial	  launch	  site.	  Some	  areas	  may	  be	  off	  limits	  for	  3-‐15	  hours	  per	  launch.	  Other	  
activities	  may	  be	  restricted	  as	  well	  but	  the	  footprint	  of	  those	  restrictions	  will	  be	  much	  
less.	  Exactly	  what	  is	  restricted	  and	  for	  how	  long	  is	  what	  the	  EIS	  will	  determine.	  We	  
anticipate	  people	  will	  still	  be	  able	  to	  fish	  much	  of	  the	  lagoon	  and	  watch	  from	  the	  beach	  
during	  a	  launch,	  but	  the	  EIS	  will	  make	  that	  determination.	  

	  
Launches	  from	  KSC	  go	  directly	  over	  the	  Atlantic	  Ocean.	  Shiloh	  launches	  would	  go	  over	  land	  
first.	  What	  problems	  does	  this	  pose?	  
	  

·∙ The	  flight	  path	  would	  go	  over	  the	  Mosquito	  Lagoon	  and	  the	  stretch	  of	  beach	  between	  
New	  Smyrna	  Beach	  and	  Playlinda	  Beach,	  east	  of	  Titusville.	  However,	  there	  are	  no	  roads	  
there	  and	  access	  is	  by	  permit	  only,	  so	  the	  impact	  should	  be	  very	  limited.	  Also,	  as	  a	  
component	  of	  any	  FAA	  license	  to	  launch	  will	  be	  the	  requirement	  to	  assure	  that	  each	  
flight	  is	  covered	  by	  insurance	  in	  case	  of	  an	  accident,	  just	  like	  the	  FAA	  requires	  the	  same	  
before	  Delta	  or	  Southwest	  can	  take	  off	  from	  any	  airport.	  

	   	  
Where	  can	  I	  track	  the	  progress	  of	  the	  EIS?	  
	  
FAA	  :	  
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ast/environmental/nepa_docs/rev
iew/documents_progress/shiloh_launch_statement/	  


